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Letter from the Executive Director 
Happy Spring!  2012 seems to be flying by.  Here at The Acorn School, there are 
many things happening at lightning fast speed. 

Wilderness Early Learning Center (WELC) is a collaborative project by The Acorn 
School.  It’s been a dream of ours for nearly 10 years.  A place where the whole 
child, no matter what barriers he or she may face, is prepared for Kindergarten, 
ready to learn! 

At The Acorn School we’ve upheld a mission to provide high-quality, accessible, early care and education programs, and to 
advocate for higher standards in the field of early childhood education for over 17 years.  WELC is the result of several strate-
gic plans of The Acorn School, and the on-the-ground, hands-on, practical implementation of the Boulder County Early Child-
hood Framework; a comprehensive system of delivering early childhood services in 4 domains: Quality Early Learning, Family 
Support and Education, Mental Health, and Health Services all in one location. 

We are excited to partner with several in-house/tenant partners including: Boulder County Head Start, Play Therapy Institute 
of Colorado, The Tiny Tim Center, Boulder Public Library, and Kids Connects, a program of Boulder County Mental health part-
ners!  These tenant partners will also be joined by community partners, including University of Colorado Children’s Learning 
Center and Boulder Institute for Psychotherapy, who will be providing comprehensive services to children and families from 
The Acorn School, Head Start, and across Boulder County. 

The dream is becoming reality, but we need your help.  The project is going to cost just over 3.3 million dollars.  We’ve raised 
just over 2.2 million dollars and are launching our capital campaign as I write this letter.  We are attempting to raise $500,000 
from the community.  Any gift from $10 to $100,000 is valuable to ensure the project is completed.  Please let us know if you 
know anyone who may be able to help.  We’d love to speak with them! 

Please contact us anytime for a tour of the new WELC or to get involved in the capital campaign!  We would love to show you 

around!   303-938-8233, matt@theacornschool.org 

Matt Eldred  -Executive Director 

Wilderness Early Learning Center Update 

The Capital Campaign is in full-swing, and we could really use your help!  
We are putting together both a Fundraising Committee and a Special 

Event Committee, and need volunteers!   

The Fundraising Committee consists of members who can reach out 
to the community to solicit donations.   

The Special Event Committee consists of people who would love to assist in putting to-
gether a Fundraising Gala.  The Gala will be on May 3rd at the Rembrandt Yard in downtown Boulder. 

If you are interested in either of these committees, please contact Emily Dusel, Wilderness Project Manager.  
emily@theacornschool.org 

www.wildernesslearning.org                           www.wildernesscenter.blogspot.com 



Important Important   

Upcoming DatesUpcoming Dates  

March 

11th - Daylight Savings 

Time Begins 

17th - St. Patrick’s Day 

20th - Science Fair Check 
with your teachers for 

times 

20th - Parent Training    

Inspiring your Child            
5-6:30 @ Wilderness See 

Evite for Details 

20th - First Day of Spring 

26th-30th - Spring Break 

April 

10th - Art Show           

5:00-6:00 

11th-27th - Parent/

Teacher Conferences 

May 

7th-11th - Teacher       

Appreciation Week 

13th - Mother’s Day 

28th - NO SCHOOL       

Memorial Day 

Message from our  

Curriculum Specialist 
As informed parents and educators I believe more strongly 
everyday that it’s our responsibility to do whatever we can 
to promote play and physical activity for our children. The 
excessive push for academics for children as young as 3 
years old is not what most children need at this age. The 
article listed below from the Washington Post states that 

many preschools receive pressure from parents to keep their children from 
“vigorous” play in order to avoid injury and allow for more time spent on aca-
demics. Please help us spread the word that PLAY is what children need at this 
age! As one of my favorite mentors, Lisa Murphy,  states, we should be 
“honoring childhood for it’s own sake, not just as training ground for all the 
things that might be coming next.” 
 

-Suzy Evans, Curriculum Specialist 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
blogs/on-parenting/post/parents-are-
the-biggest-obstacle-to-letting-kids-
play-says-study-in-
pediatrics/2012/01/02/
gIQAeV96YP_blog.html 

Message from our  

Child Health Liaison 
 

Obesity in the US is becoming a real problem. Even though 
Boulder has been routinely listed as one of the fittest or 
healthiest cities in the US, it's still important to focus on 
healthy living. We need to help our children learn to make 
healthy choices for living now. To help with this process, the 

Acorn School uses the Food Friends and Mighty Moves 
program which introduces kids to healthy foods and 
gets up and active.  
 

-Adrian Leverett, Child Health Liaison 
 
Here are some other resources for you to check out: 
http://www.foodfriends.org/ 
http://www.letsmove.gov/ 
http://www.choosemyplate.gov/preschoolers.html 
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/news/health/
series/recipes_for_health/kids_edition/index.html 
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/
childrens-health/HQ01107  
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