
MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Happy Summer!  Or at least it feels like summer!  I’m excited for summer baseball, camping, and trips to the 
pool.  I hope you all are beginning to catch spring fever! 

Pre-K Graduation is just around the corner.  I hope you all can join us on June 2nd for an Interactive Graduation 
Performance for our Pre-K Piglets.  The ceremony will be at the High Peaks/BCSIS Gym at 10:00 followed by a 
Potluck brunch.  Let’s all show our congratulations to our Pre-K Piglets heading off to Kindergarten.  Please 
check your Evite email for details and to RSVP. 

As you know, Acorn has embarked on an exciting project to move from our current location over to the Wilder-
ness Early Learning Center in August 2012.  Plans are well underway and we look forward to cleaning out and 
moving over during the summer months.     

I think I’m most excited to see your child’s experience at Wilderness Early Learning Center.  We are planning an innovative natural play-
scape with Nature Explore, learning gardens with The Kitchen {Community}, in-house therapeutic services, including mental health, occupa-
tional, physical, and speech therapy, and a children’s library!  The benefits to your child and family are bountiful, and I envision that you 
and your children get to be a part of this amazing project that will be modeled in other communities across the county.    

You recently received the “Wilderness Wire”.  Our goal is to keep everyone informed about the many exciting upcoming changes related to 
Wilderness Early Childhood Center.  Look for that update monthly.  Also, keep July 16th on your calendar for the 1st Annual Acorn Fundrais-
ing Gala event!  It is sure to be a great time! 

Finally, I came across a warning for shampoo recently I thought I’d share with you.   As I was shampooing my hair in the shower this morn-
ing, I took time to read the bottle. SHOCK---the shampoo that runs down my entire body says "for extra volume & body." Seriously, why 
have I not noticed this before?  Now I understand why I am feeling like I’m gaining a fuller midsection!   Tomorrow I am going to start using 
“Dawn” dish soap.  It says “dissolves fat that is otherwise difficult to remove.” 

Have a great summer! 

Matt 

Wilderness Early Learning Center Update 

The Gala will be on July, 16th at the Rembrandt Yard in downtown Boulder.  
Please let us know of anyone you’d like to invite! 

Register at www.wildernesslearning.org 

We are seeking a Silent Auction Chair to oversee all activities related to the Wilderness 
Gala on Monday, July 16th.  Duties include, but may not be limited to: 

Identify and solicit (either yourself or through a team of volunteers) donors.  Examples of 
donations sought: dinner for 4 at the Kitchen, Mixologist class at Salt for 8, Condo in 
Steamboat, Airline tickets, St. Julien spa package.  We're focusing heavily on high dollar 
experiences, as opposed to items.  We're targeting 10-20 items.  

Collect the items, track the donations and bring them to the 
Gala. 

No prior silent auction experience is needed.  We're looking for 
someone to take this on immediately, but the scope is limited 
to the gala, so duties will be completed after all the items have 
been distributed. If interested, please reach out to Emily Dusel 
at emily@theacornschool.org. 
 

www.wildernesscenter.blogspot.com 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

May 13 - Mother’s Day 
 

May 28 - NO SCHOOL 

Memorial Day 
 

June 2nd - Acorn Graduation 
 

June 17 - Father’s Day 
 

June 20th - First day of Summer 
 

July 4th - NO SCHOOL  

Independence Day 
 

July 16th - Fundraising Gala 
 

August 17 - NO SCHOOL  

Move-up Day 
 

August 20th - New School Year @  

Wilderness Early Learning Center 
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Message from the Child Health Liaison 
 

Summer is almost here and the sun is bright, especially here in Colorado. 
Protecting ourselves from sun damage is more important now than ever. 

According to the Skin Cancer Foundation, “one blistering sunburn in child-
hood or adolescence more than doubles a person’s chances of developing 
melanoma, the deadliest form of skin cancer, later in life.” 
 

The Acorn School provides Rocky Mountain Sunscreen for all of the children 
unless a substitute is requested. Teachers apply sunscreen throughout the 

day as needed for outdoor play. We also ask that you bring in a hat and 
other sun protection items. We try to do as much as possible to 

protect our little ones from the harmful effects of too much expo-
sure to the sun. 
 

For more information, check out these great resources: 
 

skincancer.org 

cancer.org 

ewg.org/2011sunscreen 

fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/ucm258416 
 

-Adrian Leverett, Child Health Liaison 

Message from the  
Curriculum Specialist 
 

I loved this article (link below) and informa-
tion about how adults can support the growth 

of our children's brains. Professor Carol 
Dweck at Stanford University researched atti-
tudes about facing challenges and making 

mistakes and how adults influence those atti-
tudes in children. "To promote resilience and 

problem solving, we should try to keep these goals in mind: help 
children see challenges and hard effort as normal; help children 
feel independent and capable; build strategies for children to use 

in difficult situations; and foster a community either in the class-
room or at home that supports problem solving through a range 

of experiences." Since we all experience challenges and make 
mistakes as adults, we can use these situations as opportunities 
to teach our children to respond to life's difficulties with a positive 

attitude, learn not to give up, and even help instill a sense of hu-
mor into an everyday moment. As an example of how to model 

resilience: "Oh, I'm frustrated that I spilled my milk. But everyone 
makes mistakes. Next time I won't put the cup where my elbow 
can bump it." To read the entire article please see the link below 

and feel free to contact me with any questions or if you come 
across interesting articles about curriculum and free play! 

 
-Suzy Evans, Curriculum Specialist, suzannahevans@yahoo.com 
 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/tyc/file/V5N3/Preschoolers%20Grow%20Their%20Brains.pdf  
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